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MPBC 
Weekly 

Learning  
Opportunities 

 

Noon Day Prayer 

Via Free Conference Call  
Dial Number  

(712) 770-4160 
Access Code 144097# 

Please make sure your phone is 
on mute. There is no need to 

announce yourself 

 

Sunday Morning Word Fuel 
Online  

(2 classes via Zoom) 
9:30 AM—10:15AM 

 
3rd Tuesday Night 

My Sister’s Keeper Bible 
Study 

7:30 PM –8:30 PM 
  

Wednesday Night  
Word Fuel  

(Bible Study) 
Facebook & YouTube 

7:00 PM 

  
Thursday Night Word Fuel 

(Bible Study) 
Online—Zoom 

7:00 PM 
 

* Check Realm for Zoom 
Links 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

 

Daylight Savings Time begins March 14th 
 
 

Check Realm for official online invites and more information 
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Mount Pleasant Baptist Church Inspiration Newsletter Pastor’s Corner January—February  2021 

 
The Pastor’s Corner 

 
 

Each quarter of 2021 we will have a different focus. 
The focus for the 1st quarter of the year is: FAITH. 
Every 4th Sunday of the quarter there will be a mes-
sage geared towards faith. The Bible is clear in He-
brews 11 that “faith is the substance of things hoped for 
and the evidence of things not seen.” It later goes on to 
say that “without faith, it is impossible to please God.”  
Knowing how important faith is to the child of God, it 
is imperative for us to do all that we can to make sure 
that our faith is growing on a day-to-day basis. The one 
thing that bothered Jesus the most about His relation-
ship with the disciples was their lack   of faith. Several 
times he questioned them on how long He was going to 
have to be with them because of their lack of faith. 
Their faith was going to be the foundation of the 
church and if it were lacking the church would never   

be what it was intended to be. 
 

The same can be said for the world we live in today. 2020 was a difficult year for everyone. Not 
only did we have to deal with the COVID19 and all the implications that came with it, but we 
have also had to deal with turmoil and upheaval in our country. The early church was able to turn 
the world upside down because of their faith and I think the same is possible in todays environ-
ment. People are looking for answers and a path going forward.  
 
As we study and learn more about faith in this quarter let us look at our own faith and see what 

we can do to make sure we are the type of “faithful” believers that pleases God. Its what He is 

looking for and what our world needs! 

 
Dr. Kevin E. Donalson Sr. 

 
 

#WEBUILDHERE  | #ELEVATE   

 
     
 

 

Rev. Dr. Kevin E. Donalson Sr. 
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Mount Pleasant Baptist Church Inspiration Newsletter Article by Sis Shellia McKan 

The CDC provides general information and recommendations 
regarding the Covid-19 virus.  The recommendations to stop the 
spread remain the same: Avoid Close Contact (6 feet apart), 
Wear a Mask, Wash your Hands Frequently (for 20 seconds), 
Clean and Disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces.  
State governments have gone a few steps further by limiting the 
number of people in gatherings, emphasizing social distancing, 
when and where to wear masks, the age requirement of children 
to wear masks, rules regarding restaurants and businesses, etc.   
 
It is important for the mask to cover both the nose and mouth. 
Wearing a mask below the nose may be as bad as not wearing 
a mask at all.  That’s because research suggests that Covid-19 

enters through the nose first, because nasal tissue is more susceptible to the virus. 
 
As of this writing, 2 vaccines have been approved for distribution (Pfizer and Moderna).  States have begun vac-
cinations in phases:1A, 1B, 1C, and 2.  While the CDC has given guidance on who should be included in each 
phase, the governor of each state can choose to add groups to the phases and to define who is included in a group.  
For example, in Virginia, Healthcare Professionals are not just what you would normally think of (doctor, nurse, 
EMT) this group also includes mortuary service providers, laboratorians, social workers, etc.   
 
As of this writing, Virginia is in phases 1A and 1B, with counties of Fairfax, Loudoun, and Prince William in 
phase 1B while other areas such as the Tidewater area and central Virginia are still in phase 1A.  Also, how to 
obtain the vaccine varies from one area to another.  Since this information changes almost daily, we are not list-
ing who is eligible for which phase nor how to obtain the vaccine.  Instead, we refer you to your county health 
department.  Upon vaccination you will be given a card.  Please keep this card in a safe place and return as sched-
uled for your second dose.  It is suggested that  a copy of the card be given to your Primary Care Provider so  in-
formation can be entered in your health records. 
 
CDC General Information 
https://cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 
 
Virginia questions and answers 
https://vdh.virginia.gov/covid-19-vaccine 
 
Loudoun County 
https://www.loudoun.gov/health 
 
Fairfax County 
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health 
 
Prince William County 
https://vdh.virginia.gov/prince-william 
 
Maryland 
https://covidlink.maryland.gov/content/vaccine 
 
District of Columbia 
https://coronavirus.dc.gov/vaccine 
 

#WEBUILDHERE  | #ELEVATE  

COVID-19 

https://cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://vdh.virginia.gov/covid-19-vaccine
https://www.loudoun.gov/health
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health
https://vdh.virginia.gov/prince-william
https://covidlink.maryland.gov/content/vaccine
https://coronavirus.dc.gov/vaccine
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Mount Pleasant Baptist Church Inspiration Newsletter 

The Missions Ministry is proud to  an-
nounce a successful opening of the 
MPBC Food Pantry.  We were able to 
provide several families with food and 
we know the need will grow.  We are 
grateful to God for His many blessings 
and for giving us this avenue to help 
those in need.  In keeping with the 
MPBC vision, the Food Pantry is com-
mitted to building the Kingdom of God 
one soul at a time through seeking and 
saving the lost, spiritual growth, SER-
VICE and SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT.  

We know that a simple act of providing physical food can help those in need concentrate on the goodness of the 
Lord. Since the resurrecting power of Jesus Christ has transformed our lives, surely we can help transform anoth-
er life with this act of kindness. 
 

The Food Pantry is serving non-perishable food to our church members who face food insecurities and who are 
struggling to feed their families.  The effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, depressed economy, loss of jobs, and 
financial hardships have taken their toll.  We hope to be a blessing soon to those in the community, and ultimate-
ly, the Northern Virginia area.  
 

One biblical teaching that serves as guidance for the Food Pantry is taken from Hebrews 13:16 which states: 
“And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.” (NIV).   
 

Please reach the Pantry Ministry via the Realm, church website, www.mtpleasantbaptist.org, by sending an email 
to: MPBCPantry@mtpleasantbaptist.org, or by calling the church office at 703-793-1196 if you require assis-
tance.   
 

To donate, see our Wish List on Amazon Shopping List: https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/
GCAE1AMO5IP2?ref_=wl_share 
  
Walmart Shopping List: https://www.walmart.com/lists/shared/WL/f4d4d551-c70a-4bf7-a035-
4264fbb203ce  or look for “MPBC Food Pantry Shopping List” at  http://walmart.com/   
 
If contributing financially, please do so on the Realm or mail your check to Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church,  
2516 Squirrel Hill Road, Herndon, VA 20171, and annotate FOOD PANTRY in the memo section 
 

Thank You to all who have given.  Be Blessed!  #WEBUILDHERE  | #ELEVATE  

 
 
 
 

 

Food Pantry Distribution 

Article by Sis. Beverly Walker, Photos by Rev. Lisa Howard 

http://www.mtpleasantbaptist.org
mailto:MPBCPantry@mtpleasant.org
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/GCAE1AMO5IP2?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/GCAE1AMO5IP2?ref_=wl_share
https://www.walmart.com/lists/shared/WL/f4d4d551-c70a-4bf7-a035-4264fbb203ce
https://www.walmart.com/lists/shared/WL/f4d4d551-c70a-4bf7-a035-4264fbb203ce
http://walmart.com/
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Mount Pleasant Baptist Church Inspiration Newsletter 

 

In the 231 years that the U.S. Senate has existed, there have been only 11 senators who are Black.  
They are: 
 
  
Hiram Rhoades Revels, a clergyman who was the first Black person to be elect-
ed to the United States Senate. He was elected in by the state legislature in 1870 
in Mississippi after Reconstruction but only served two years. 
 
 
 
 
 
Blanche K. Bruce, who was the Accessor and Sheriff of Bolivar County, Missis-
sippi, was elected to the U.S. Senate in 1874. He was the first African American 
to serve a full term in the Senate. He, like Revels, was elected by the state legis-
lature. Bruce focused on a number of state and national issues including the 
construction of levees along the Mississippi River, the development of a more 
humane and equitable federal Indian policy and the desegregation of the United 
States Army. One of his most memorable addresses in Congress occurred in 
March 1876 when he called for a Senate investigation of ‘the racial and political 
violence that marked the Mississippi gubernatorial election of 1875.” 
 
 
 
Edward Brooke III was elected senator of Massachusetts as a Republican in 
1966. He was the first Black senator elected since Reconstruction. He was also 
the first African American elected to the Senate by popular vote.  He served 
until 1978, after conceding victory to the challenger. 
 
 

 
 
 
Carol Moseley Braun, of Illinois, was elected to the U.S. Senate in 1992 
and served a single term. She was the first Black woman elected to the 
U.S. Senate. 
 
 
 
 
  
Barack Obama, of Illinois, was elected to the United States Senate in 
2004, making him the fifth Black person to serve in the Senate. He went 
on to become the first Black President of the United States, after serving 
only a portion of his first and only term in the U.S. Senate.  
 

 #WEBUILDHERE  | #ELEVATE  

Article by Sis Shellia McKan 

 
BLACK HISTORY MOMENT 

https://newsone.com/tag/barack-obama/
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Mount Pleasant Baptist Church Inspiration Newsletter Article by Shellia McKan 

 
  Roland Burris accepted the appointment from Governor Rod Blago-
jevich as Senator of Illinois in 2009, to replace newly elected President 
Barack Obama.  The appointment was mired in controversy as the result 
of a bribery investigation and impeachment of the governor.  Burris served 
in the Senate until late November 2010 when his successor was chosen in 
a special election 
 
 
Tim Scott in 2013 became the first African American since Reconstruc-
tion to represent a southern state in the Senate. The Republican was ap-
pointed to the U.S. Senate during his first term as a member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives. He was officially elected in a special election in 
2014 and then re-elected to his current term in 2016. Scott has emerged 
as a villain of sorts by consistently siding against what most consider the 
best interests of Black America.  
 
 
 William “Mo” Cowan was named interim U.S. Senator of Massachusetts 
on Jan. 30, 2013. Then a senior advisor to Gov. Deval Patrick, Cowan 
filled the position until a successor was named for departing Sen. John 
Kerry, who was named Secretary of State for President Obama’s admin-
istration.  Cowan served for less than a year until July 15, 2013. 
 
 
 
 Cory Booker became New Jersey’s first Black U.S. Senator after win-
ning a special election in 2013. He was elected to a full term in 2014 and 
re-elected to another term in  November 2020,  following an unsuccess-
ful presidential campaign. 
 
 

 
 
 Kamala Harris became the first Black person — man or woman — to serve as U.S. 
Senator for the state of California. She was elected in 2016. Her inaugural term was 
cut short after she was elected the first Black Vice President of the United States, as 
Joe Biden’s running mate in 2020.  She took the oath of office as Vice President on 
January 20, 2021. 
 
 
  
 

 
  
 Rev. Raphael Warnock beat the Republican incumbent to become the first 
Black U.S. Senator from Georgia, following an intense runoff campaign and 
runoff election in January 2021. He was sworn in by Kamala Harris, Vice 
President of the United States and President Pro-Tempore of the  

Senate.  #WEBUILDHERE  | #ELEVATE  

 
BLACK HISTORY MOMENT (continued) 

https://newsone.com/tag/tim-scott/
https://newsone.com/tag/cory-booker/
https://newsone.com/tag/kamala-harris/
https://newsone.com/tag/ralph-warnock/
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Mount Pleasant Baptist Church Inspiration Newsletter 

Community Partnerships 

Rev. Samuel Massenberg Jr. and Sis. Lulu Jackson 

 

   
   
  Need a copy of your giving statement for the 2020 tax year?  Here’s how to print. 
 

  Procedure prior to February 1st: 
  1. Sign in on Realm 
  2. Click Giving on the main menu 
  3. Click on Reset Filter  
  4. Under Gift Data Range, scroll down and select Last Year 
  5. Click Filter 

  The output will display as a .pdf. 
 

  Procedure between February 1st and April 30th: 
  1. Sign in to Realm 
  2. Click Giving on the main menu 
  3. A “Contribution Statement” button will appear and you will be able to print a copy  
        by clicking on this button. 
 

#WEBUILDHERE  | #ELEVATE  

How to Print Your 2020 MPBC Giving Statement  

 
Mount. Pleasant Baptist Church and the S.E.E. 
Ministry once again had the blessed opportunity to 
partner with Cornerstone.  They are one of our 
long term ministry partners that support communi-
ties in Reston and Herndon.  Many of you may re-
member supporting this group with our Thanksgiv-
ing meals to the kids at the Cedar Ridge Commu-
nity Center.  That neighborhood in Reston is com-
prised of a diverse population of nationalities from 
several countries and multiple backgrounds and 
faiths.  We even had our youth involved in the ex-
change of messages of encouragement in the 
past.  Each year a major event on the Cornerstone 
agenda is their “Winterfest”, a family event filled 
with food, games, and prizes.  This has always 
been a community hit. This year MPBC supported 
their “Virtual WinterFest” with gift cards.  Held via 
Zoom, we invited our Children and Youth to join in 
as well.  Participants enjoyed exciting times with 
online Bingo and the funniest time with the items in 
your house scavenger hunt.  Many smiles and 
family fun with proud winners during each and 
every round.  We want to thank all those MPBC 
members who continue to support the S.E.E. com-
munity outreach ministry.  Both communities were 
appreciative of our support and shared value in 
strengthening community bonds.  

 
 
The 19

th
 annual 

Trot for Hunger 
was held virtually 
on November 28, 
2020.  This 5K 
walk/run, usually 
held on Thanks-
giving Day, bene-
fits SOME (So 
Others Might Eat).  
SOME provides 
1,200 meals daily 
to the hungry.  
The organization 
also provides 
clothing, medical 

care, job training, affordable housing, programs 
for the elderly and other services that empower 
individuals to break the cycle of homelessness 
and poverty.  The Mt. Pleasant Team raised 
over $1000.  Thanks to all who participated and 
donated. 
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Mount Pleasant Baptist Church Inspiration Newsletter 

2020 in Retrospect 

#WEBUILDHERE     |    #ELEVATE   

Commentary by Sis. Shellia McKan 

 
The year 2020 began like most years at Mt. Pleasant. We did the Daniel Fast, cere-
monial induction of our leadership, in-person worship services and Word Fuel clas-
ses, and our job fair. We made it through February with a Human Trafficking Semi-
nar, a Mardi-Gras Mixer, business seminar, and the youth went on a ski fellowship. 
Then came March. 

 
The Covid-19 Pandemic brought numerous changes in the way churches operate. 
Sunday morning worship is now being live streamed or pre-recorded by many 
churches. During warm weather, many held their services outside. All of this to avoid 
large gatherings and to comply with social distancing guidelines.  

 
At MPBC we were last in our sanctuary for Sunday morning wor-
ship on March 15, 2020, celebrating  Big Sunday and the open-
ing of our Welcome Center. There was no altar call, as we know 
it. We remained at our seats for welcome and prayer. The bas-
kets were not passed for the offering, but rather the Diaconate 
was at the front and we did the old school walk to deposit our 
offerings. Usually on Big Sunday, there are refreshments after 
each service. In 2020 there were none.  
 
Enter technology. The church building was basically shut down. 
The office staff began to telework from home. Meetings began 
being held via Zoom. We had previously been streaming the ser-
mons on Facebook Live at the 10:30 am Sunday Worship Service and placing recordings on YouTube. We re-
vamped the 10:30 am service and began streaming the entire service live on both Facebook and YouTube. 
Word Fuel (Sunday School) classes on Sunday morning began being held via Zoom. 
 
As we evolved over the months, we continued with Facebook Live and YouTube Live for Sunday worship and 
Wednesday night Bible Study. Additional Word Fuel classes became available during the week. Ministries de-
veloped ways to remain active with activities such as the Seniors Drive-by Fish Fry and the Kingdom’s Trunk or 
Treat. Our 154th Anniversary was celebrated with a Drive-In style service. Activities abounded with a comedy 
show, celebration of our 2020 graduates, panel discussions on “Dealing with Life in the Midst of a Pandemic”, 
medical advice, our annual health explosion, church town hall meetings, and many other activities, all done via 
Zoom.  The Realm was utilized as a source for MPBC members to gain access to Zoom identification codes 
and passwords. 
 
Our giving remained strong in 2020 to include disaster relief supplies to Tennessee and Louisiana, assisting the 
community by providing meals through partnership with Herndon Cares, gift cards to Britepaths, and meals to 

the homeless shelter. A water well was dedicated  in Kenya (East Africa). The food pantry was opened.  
 
A plan was formulated, and precautions put in place to resume entry into the sanctuary, 
however, after a test run the decision was made not to do so. Safety and sanitizing equip-
ment were installed. 
 
We enter 2021 with hope in our hearts and faith that there are better days ahead. The new 
year has begun with a Heart to Heart session and 21 Days of Fasting & Prayer. We remain 
in the pandemic. We continue to evolve, make changes, and elevate as we go forward with 
God’s work.  
 

A note of thanks to all the people who are present on Sunday mornings to facilitate  praise 
and worship and to all the behind the scenes people who have worked diligently throughout 2020 and into 2021 
to keep us connected through Facebook, Facebook Live, YouTube, Realm, Zoom and our website. Thank you, 

Mt. Pleasant Family, for continuing to be great.   #WEBUILDHERE  | #ELEVATE  
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Mount Pleasant Baptist Church Inspiration Newsletter Information Provided by Deaconess Mary Todd 

 
 

MPBC Bible Study  
Opportunities 

 
 

January 2021 – May 2021 
 

Adults 
 

Sunday Morning Word Fuel with Dr. Leon Todd 
9:30 am – 10:15 am 

 
Sunday Morning Word Fuel with Rev. Samuel Massenberg 

9:30 am – 10:15 am 
 

Sunday Online Worship 
10:30 am 

Facebook Live and YouTube 
 

Men’s Bible Study 
(book) The Purpose Driven Life by Rick Warren 

Rev. Marlon Sharpe 
Mondays at 7:00 pm 

 
Women’s Bible Study 

3rd Tuesday of each month 
 

Bible Study 
Jesus in Genesis 

Rev. Samuel Massenberg 
Tuesdays 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm 

 
Bible Study 

Pastor Kevin Donalson 
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm 

Facebook Live and YouTube 
 

Bible Study 
The Books of 1Corinthians and 2Corinthians 

Dr. Leon Todd 
Thursdays 7:30 pm – 8:30 pm 

 

 

All classes are via Zoom. 
 

Please check Realm for access information and passwords. 
 

#WEBUILDHERE  | #ELEVATE  
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Mount Pleasant Baptist Church Inspiration Newsletter Information Provided by Rev. Felicia Hawkins and Rev. Shemetris Vital 

Young Adults Ministry 
 

January 2021 – May 2021 
 

Weekly Bible Study 
Rev. Felicia Hawkins 

7:00 pm – 9:00 pm 
 

Bi-Weekly Movie Nights 
Fridays, beginning in February 

8:00 pm – 10:00 pm 
 
 

Please check with Rev. Felicia Hawkins for additional information regarding  
Young Adult Ministry Activities. 

 
 
 

 

The Kingdom 
 

Sunday Services for Teens 
1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays—12:00 pm 

4th Sunday (only) 6:00 pm Communion Service 
 

Thursday Bible Study for Teens (6th through 12th grade) 
Jr. High   7:30 pm – 8:30 pm 

High School 8:30 pm – 9:30pm 
 

Sunday Services for Children 
1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th Sundays—10:30 am 

 
    Wednesday Bible Study for Children (3rd though 5th grade) 

    Story Time 
     6:30 pm – 7:00 pm 

     Bible Study 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
 
 
 

Please contact Rev. Shemetris Vital for additional information regarding  
Children and Youth Ministry activities. 

 
 
 
 
 

#WEBUILD HERE | #ELEVATE 

Christian Learning Opportunities for Young Adults and Kingdom 
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The Inspiration Newsletter 

 
The Inspiration newsletter is a bi-monthly publication for Mount Pleasant Baptist Church (MPBC) 
family, friends and the community. The goal for this publication is to provide our readers with timely 
and relevant information about what MPBC is doing to spread God’s word. We pray and hope that 
everyone will find the information in this issue informative and inspiring. — God Bless. 
 
 

 
  

1. All articles must be approved by your Ministry Director before submission. 

2. Each article must be in a separate  MS Word document  in  Arial font, 12 point 

3. Each article must contain a working title at the beginning of the document followed by a byline 
then the article itself. 

4. Articles should be written in newsletter format with proper transitions and correct spelling and 
grammar. 

5.  Articles should answer  the following: Who,  What, When, Where, Why and how. 

6. Be sure to include your contact information. 

7. Do not embed graphics in the word document. Send as a separate attachment.                           

(.jpeg full size is preferred)   #WEBUILDHERE  | #ELEVATE 

Guidelines for submitting articles are: 

2516 Squirrel Hill Road 
Herndon, Virginia 

703.793.1196 Facebook MPBC YouTube Twitter 

 
Get Your Article In The Next Newsletter 

- Here is how- 


